Paper Lantern Instructions*

*For instructions with pictures, go to shorelakearts.org/lantern
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Print the Year of the Snake paper lantern design and snake
paper. Cut out your snake design. The final size should be 7”
tall x 9” long.

Color your snake-a traditional color often used is red, but let
your imagination go!
Write your name on the lantern paper.

Following the solid line, cut off the strip on the side of your

lantern paper for the handle. Put it aside.

Fold your lantern paper in half bringing the long sides together

(hot dog fold).

| . Fold

Starting from the fold side and following the cut marks, cut

along the dotted lines stopping when you get to the solid lines.

Fold
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The paper should stay uncut on the top and bottom of the
page.

Open your paper back up. Fold your paper on the same fold
line still matching the long sides of the paper, but fold it in the
opposite direction. This way the dotted lines and scissor
pictures won’t show on your lantern.

9. Tape or staple your colored snake paper with your lantern

paper on one end. The colored paper will be the outside of
your lantern and the snake on the inside. Your colored paper
is wider so your lantern will fold outward to match them.

10. Roll your snake paper into a tube shape lining it up under the

it about 4”. Tape or staple the tube closed. Keep the snake
paper on the inside. Staple or tape the tube closed.

11. Now match your colored paper to the other end of your tube

over-lapping the edge. Tape or staple it together.

12. Staple or tape the handle that you cut out in step 4 to the top

of your lantern.

Paper Lantern

13. All done. Great job! Post a picture of your lantern on

Instagram and tag ShoreLakeArts and @ShorelineWA
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